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Digital Preservation

‘Digital Preservation Refers to the series of managed activities
necessary to ensure continued access to digital materials for as
long as necessary ...(digital preservation) refers to all of the
actions required to maintain access to digital materials beyond
the limits of media failure or technological and organisational
change.’

DPC Digital Preservation Handbook




Why is it important?

* Active management of data is needed to ensure future
access. What is preservation without access?
« Committed resources are needed to store and maintain
digital material
* More and more content is created digitally




Why is not digital preservation?

* Digital curation: this is normally done during a research
project. Digital preservation concerns itself when the
material is saved for the long-term.
* Digitisation: digital files created during the digitisation
process may end up in archives, but they are a different
process.







Transfer
Service

Started running in February

2023

Over 800 carriers have
been transferred

We have a dedicated lab
for this work
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Elements that make it complicated

 Hardware
 Operating system/file system
» Software dependencies




Hardware - Amstrad (3-inch) Disks




File System - Lexitron




Software Dependencies - Emulators
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DOSBox-X project on the web:

Homepage of project: https://dosbox-x.com/ Complete DOS emulations
User guides on Wiki: https://dosbox-x.com/wiki DOS, Windows 3.x and 9x
Issue or suggestion: https://github.com/joncampbell123/dosbox-x/issues




The added complexity of time

Q




Time makes a number of things difficult

 Degredation of disks/hardware
 Knowledge being lost
* The ‘digital wave’
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Degradation of Disks/Hardware
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Knowledge Being Lost - Nostalgic Machines

LisaList2

Welcome, Guest Septernber 16, 2025, 10:41:47 am =
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362 Topics
Child Boards: Building LOS From Source, Lisa Troubleshooting and Repair, Lisa Project Ideas, Marketplace, M. arks Plus 11, Lisa Workshop

LisaListl Archive - -
Archive of LisaListl from previous incarnations (LEM/Google) 73491 Redirects

LisaFAQ

Apple Lisa FAGQ 63661 Redirects
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Forum Stats
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At £I795 it can only be a Miragle

If you've been waiting for the right micro to
come along at the right price, then the waiting is
over. Every Miracle comes with all the software
needed to make i a ready-to-run versatile
businew machine. Incleded are word-
procesing,  fimancial eadsheet,  data
mamagemsent and telecommunications produccs,
PLUS MicroModeller, the worlds leading
emodelling systeon

And that's only the beginning of the Miracle

This sylish Beicish-builk CP/M'™ Micro
compuact esough to be carried in ics shoubder bag
for take-away computing. Yet it has a generous
10" screen and full size keyboard, and
powerful encogh to tackle your tougher
business asignments with i twin  S00K
floppies and 128K of RAM (there’s plenty
£00m t0 grow, 100)

The Miracle's advanced features make it faster
and friendlier than any of it's rivale. Disk access
times are wp to 500 times speedier, and the

Miracle is 5o easy 1 operate you'll be wsing it
productively an bour after you've first switched
0s, even if you've never touched & computer
before.

¥ you're in the market for & micro ~ desk-top or
portable — you should experience the Miracle

o

Recurn the coupon and we'll send you full
decails and arrange for you to experience a
Miracle for yourself at your nearest dealer
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Knowledge Being Lost - Business Systems

Lexitron quality.

Half the price.
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Knowledge Being Lost - What is on these disks?




The ‘digital wave’
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To summarise

* |tis not as easy as copying over files

 Many elements make this work complicated that

are not only technical
» Systems are not going to get easier over time




Today's technology is

tomorrow's legacy system
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Thank you!

Email; Ikt39@cam.ac.uk

https://digitalpreservation-blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/

Libraries
and Archives
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