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Digital Preservation

‘Digital Preservation Refers to the series of managed activities 
necessary to ensure continued access to digital materials for as 

long as necessary ...(digital preservation) refers to all of the 
actions required to maintain access to digital materials beyond 
the limits of media failure or technological and organisational 

change.’

DPC Digital Preservation Handbook



Why is it important?

• Active management of data is needed to ensure future 
access. What is preservation without access?

• Committed resources are needed to store and maintain 
digital material

• More and more content is created digitally



Why is not digital preservation?

• Digital curation: this is normally done during a research 
project. Digital preservation concerns itself when the 

material is saved for the long-term.
• Digitisation: digital files created during the digitisation 

process may end up in archives, but they are a different 
process.



The Transfer Service



Started running in February 
2023

Over 800 carriers have 
been transferred

We have a dedicated lab 
for this work

Transfer 
Service
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USB-Sticks Optical Discs ZIP Disks

Hard Drives Memory Cards Floppy Disks

What can 
we 
process?

ZIP



Layers of Complexity



• Hardware
• Operating system/file system
• Software dependencies

Elements that make it complicated
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Hardware - Amstrad (3-inch) Disks



File System - Lexitron



Software Dependencies - Emulators



The added complexity of time



• Degredation of disks/hardware
• Knowledge being lost
• The ‘digital wave’ 

Time makes a number of things difficult
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Degradation of Disks/Hardware



Knowledge Being Lost - Nostalgic Machines



Knowledge Being Lost - Business Systems



Knowledge Being Lost - What is on these disks?



The ‘digital wave’

Source: Wang & Xie 2016, DOI:10.1007/s40547-016-0066-3



To summarise

• It is not as easy as copying over files
• Many elements make this work complicated that 

are not only technical
• Systems are not going to get easier over time



Today's technology is 
tomorrow's legacy system



Thank you!
Email: lkt39@cam.ac.uk

https://digitalpreservation-blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/
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